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HU Researcher wins Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Award
Jerusalem, May 21, 2006 - Prof. Ran Nathan from the Department of Evolution, Systematics and Ecology at the Alexander Silberman Institute of Life Sciences has been awarded the prestigious Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research Award from the German Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. 

Up to twenty Bessel Awards are awarded annually to "young, top-flight scientists and scholars from abroad who are already recognized as outstanding researchers in their fields", covering all academic disciplines and every country around the world. The award aims at promoting research collaborations with German scientists and candidates must be nominated by a researcher in a German institution. The award ceremony will take place in Berlin in July this year, followed by a reception with the president of the Federal Republic of Germany.
Prof. Nathan, who has recently received the 2005 Yoram Ben-Porath Prize for Outstanding Young Researcher from President Magidor, works on questions of long-distance dispersal of seeds and other kinds of movements of living organisms. His research group at the Movement Ecology Laboratory at ESE works on diverse ecological systems, including seed dispersal by wind, bats and birds, foraging of ants and bats and bird inter-continental migration. In the forthcoming year, he will lead an international research group aiming at establishing Movement Ecology as a new field of research, under the auspices of the Hebrew University's Institute of Advanced Studies. 

