News Release       
________________________________________________________
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem          האוניברסיטה העברית בירושלים 
‏
     Chaim Herzog Prize awarded to director of Birthright Israel 
Jerusalem, April 2, 2009 -- The Chaim Herzog Prize for a special contribution to the State of Israel has been awarded this year to Shimon Shoshani, director of the Taglit-Birthright Israel program. The prize was presented to him by the president of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Prof. Menachem Magidor, and Mrs. Ora Herzog, widow of the late President of Israel Chaim Herzog. 
In its decision, the prize jury said that “Dr. Shoshani is an example of a public servant whose life has been devoted to the people and the state.” They also noted “his tremendous influence on education policy and his widespread activity to establish ties between Jewish youth in the diaspora and the State of Israel.”  
Dr. Shoshani has had a long career as a teacher, school principal and as director-general for two terms of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport. He also was director-general of the Jewish Agency. He has been director of the Birthright program since 1999. He also has served in a number of civic activities. 

The Chaim Herzog Prize is a joint undertaking of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Yad Chaim Herzog. The prize is awarded every two years around the anniversary of the death of the late Chaim Herzog, sixth president of the State of Israel. The prize is awarded to a person who has made a unique contribution to the State of Israel in fields connected with Chaim Herzog’s life interests: security, legislation, law and ethics, foreign relations, unity of the people and coexistence, mass communications and Israel-Diaspora relations. 

For further information: 
Jerry Barach, Dept. of Media Relations, the Hebrew University, Tel: 02-588-2904,  
or Orit Sulitzeanu, Hebrew University spokesperson, Tel: 02-5882910. 
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