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In talk at Hebrew University Board of Governors meeting                 
      

NY Times columnist Tom Freidman says 
only green can prevent black future 
 

Jerusalem, June 6, 2007 – A pessimistic picture of the prospects of the world moving towards a “greener” future any time soon was painted here yesterday by one of America’s best known journalists.

 

Speaking at a panel discussion entitled “How Green Was My Planet,” held in the framework of the 70th meeting of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem Board of Governors, New York Times columnist and author Thomas L. Friedman said that while it can be said that “green has gone mainstream” – that is people are talking and writing about it – there is little that actually has been accomplished on the ground to achieve a greener world.  “Green has not gone down Main Street at all,” Friedman observed.

 

The recipient of an honorary Ph.D. from the Hebrew University this week, Friedman has written extensively on environmental issues in recent years. He appeared at yesterday’s panel discussion along with two professors from the Hebrew University’s Department of Political Science, Prof. Yaron Ezrahi and Prof. Avner De-Shalit.  

 

Governments have yet to cope seriously with the political and economic problems caused by high oil prices, the greenhouse effect and global warming, and spiking energy use by emerging economies (China and India in particular), said Friedman. “We are all playing pretend; it’s all just hype,” he said. 

 

And while many innovative approaches have come forward as alternatives to the use of fossil fuel, including nuclear and wind power and ethanol fuel, none so far have proved to be the solution or solutions that can provide an alternative on a scale that will lead to reducing the use of oil and coal. 

 

This will not happen, Friedman said, unless world leaders are prepared to proceed seriously toward providing alternative power at a volume and at a price that will enable market forces to replace the use of conventional fuels. This will entail more serious and stringent regulations regarding fuel economy, coupled with significant steps to encourage production of non-polluting energy alternatives, said Friedman. 

 

Unfortunately, a political environment has yet to arise, he said, that will make this happen. The problem, he said, is that the people who will be most affected by the continuation of current trends “haven’t been born yet.” This means, he continued, that it is the current generation that must be prepared to make the sacrifices for future generations. 

 

“We will not be the greatest generation if we’re not going to be the greenest generation,” said Friedman. “Green has to be redefined as a prime geostrategic, geoeconomic and patriotic issue.” Until that happens, he stressed, “We will continue to pay the price” of addition to the use of conventional fuels. “The U.S. needs its first green president,” he said.

 

Friedman said that a serious reduction in the demand for oil would also solve the world’s problems with Iran and other totalitarian and dangerous regimes, since it is their outsized income from oil that enables them to exercise such enormous power. 
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