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The Hebrew University of Jerusalem          האוניברסיטה העברית בירושלים 
Brain Awareness Week marked by week of films & lectures on the brain 
Joint initiative of the Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the Jerusalem Cinematheque 

Jerusalem, March 10, 2011 - A week-long film festival focusing on the brain will be held next week as part of a joint initiative between the Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the Jerusalem Cinematheque to mark International Brain Awareness Week.

The festival, which will run from March 12 – March 17, will feature popular films focusing on different aspects of the human brain and memory, preceded by lectures by brain experts from the Hebrew University's Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences. 
The  human brain is the  origin of all the remarkable human capabilities, giving rise to creativity, thought, movement, love, and curiosity - it is also at the core of many debilitating diseases. Increased understanding of these multifaceted aspects of brain function can be provided only by creating the environment for cross-level inquiry among diverse types of scientists. 

The new Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences builds upon Hebrew University's record of excellence and innovation through a multidisciplinary approach to brain science: Development of brain-machine interfaces; Uncovering the perceptual basis of dyslexia and other learning disabilities; Creating a new blood test that can detect susceptibility to stress in humans; to treat Parkinson's patients with advanced Deep Brain Stimulation; Developing new drugs for neurodegenerative diseases, and more. 

The goal of International Brain Awareness Week, which takes place annually in March, is to raise public awareness of the importance of brain research and to present the scientific advances being made in the field. The Brain Awareness Week project by Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences and The Jerusalem Cinematheque achieves this by strengthening the bonds between the community and academia.

Below is the festival program:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 – 8.45 p.m.

Opening Event: The Flexible Brain – Films and Memories

Professor Idan Segev and Filmmaker Avi Nesher will discuss the different perspectives of the imprint and removal of memories, and the manipulation of memory on science and cinema. 

Prof. Idan Segev, Department of Computational Neuroscience, the Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences, Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Avi Nesher is one of Israeli's foremost filmmakers. For over four decades, his films have achieved major success in Israel and abroad. 

Film: Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (2004)
Dir: Michel Gondry 

Starring: Jim Carrey, Kate Winslet, Mark Ruffalo

Deciding to take a day off of work, Joel arrives in Long Island, meets Clementine and falls in love. Soon, it turns out that this is not the first time this has happened to them. The previous time, Clementine decided to rid herself of these feelings, and had her memory erased. In revenge, Joel decided to do the same, but in his case, it didn't quite work. Scripted by Charlie Kaufman, who wrote Being John Malkovich and Adaptation.

108 minutes

English with Hebrew subtitles.

Sunday, March 13, 2011 – 8.45 p.m.

Lecture: Is Death Necessarily the End of Life?
Lecturer: Prof. Naftali Tishby - Director of the Interdisciplinary Center for Neural Computation, Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences.
Prof. Tishby will talk about brain research and modern computer science, and the opening up of new possibilities for human memory to continue the preservation of our social ties - after death. The lecture will discuss the philosophical and social aspects of this possibility, and what we think of as 'life after death'.

Film: The Fountain (2006) 

Dir: Darren Aronofsky 

Starring: Hugh Jackman, Rachel Weisz

Darren Aronofsky's third film treads in the same cinematic territories as Pi and Requiem for a Dream. The plot is constructed from three different lines. In the first, a 16th century Spanish knight sets off for South America to find the Tree of Life that is defended by the Maya. In the second story, a 21st century scientist tries to find a cure for his wife's brain tumor, and in the third story an astronaut heads for an unknown solar system.
95 minutes

English with Hebrew subtitles.

Monday, March 14, 2011 – 8.45 p.m.
Lecture: Brain and Liberty
Lecturer: Prof. Haim Sompolinski - Racah Institute of Physics, Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences, Hebrew University.
Are we free to choose or do the physical and biological mechanisms that operate in our minds, dictate in advance the election of our decisions? 
Film: The Game (1997) 

Dir: David Fincher 

Starring: Michael Douglas, Deborah Unger, Sean Penn

For his 48th birthday, Nick van Orton receives a membership to an exclusive club that specializes in exciting role-playing games aimed at spicing up the lives of lonely, disinterested millionaires. The viewer is sucked in, along with the film‘s hero, as the game gets out of hand.  

128 minutes

English with Hebrew subtitles.

Tuesday, March 15, 2011 – 8.45 p.m.

Lecture: Stress as a Defense Mechanism
Lecturer: Prof. Hermona Soreq - Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences, Hebrew University.
Twenty percent of the population is expected to develop at least one panic attack during their lifetime. Anxiety attack risk level depends on hereditary and environmental factors of the individual's life experience. During the lecture Prof. Soreq will review genetic engineering studies aimed at clarifying these phenomena. In addition, she will describe the progress in the treatment of genomic-based drugs to reduce symptoms of anxiety and their implications. 
Film: Fisher King (1991) 

Dir: Terry Gilliam 

Starring: Robin Wiliams, Jeff Bridges

Jack, a famous N.Y.C. D.J attempts to commit suicide. Parry, a former professor of medieval history saves him. With Terry Gilliam's talent as director and excellent performances by Robin Williams and Jeff Bridges, the encounter between the two men unfolds into an unusual and absorbing, comic and tender film.
137 minutes

English with Hebrew subtitles

Wednesday, March 16, 2011 – 8.45 p.m.

Lecture: Brain Computer Interface – Probabilities and Risks

Lecturer: Prof. Eilon Vaadia - Director of the Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences, Institute for Medical Research in Israel, Canada, Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
Brain machine interface technology enables us to understand the intent of the brain by measuring its electrical activity and revolutionary breakthrough treatments for neurological disease.

Film: Surrogates (2009)
Dir: Jonathan Mostow 
Starring: Bruce Willis, Radha Mitchell
When a murder takes place in a futuristic world, where one interacts with the world through robotic surrogates, the FBI is sent to catch the killer. For the first time in years, Tom Greer has to leave his home and try to manage in a world he knows nothing about. Surrogates is a gripping action science-fiction thriller that will leave you on the edge of your seat.

88 minutes
English with Hebrew subtitles

Thursday, March 17, 2011 – 8.45 p.m.
Lecture: Illnesses of the Brain and of the Soul: From Understanding to Treatment
Lecturer: Prof. Hagai Bergman –Edmond and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences, Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

We assume that mental illnesses are an expression of interference to normal activity of the brain. This lecture will describe and present the new principles of implementation for treatment for neurological illness and future treatments of mental illness. 
Film: Through a Glass Darkly (1961) 

Original Name: Såsom i en spegel

Dir: Ingmar Bergman

A three-act "chamber film", in which four family members act as mirrors for each other within a 24 hour period.

91 minutes

Swedish
For further program details, visit:
http://elsc.huji.ac.il/ 
http://www.jer-cin.org.il/webSite/Modules/films/Program.aspx?id=222
Lectures will be conducted in Hebrew.

